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Sky serves as a symbol.

D: Did not saints like Sankarachariar, Ramanujaehariar,
Sambandar and Sri Ramakrishna wprship idols?

P: They did. When we say God is omnipresent, He should
certainly be present in the idol too. The idol raises
spiritual thoughts in us and helps us to concentrate our
mind and meditate on God.

D: What does Siva-linga represent?

P: It is the symbol oYGod who gives us good things in life.
The bull before Him represents truth, bliss and good
company. All idols are symbols.

D: What does the image ofNataraja represent?

P: Nataraja is the dancing Siva. This dance represents
the cosmic dance of heavenly bodies which move accor-
ding to the Universal law of gravitation-according to
God's laws. His right hand assures the worshippers
that they will have His blessings. The lifted foot shows
that we should surrender to Him to get rid of ignorance.

D: Why should Vinayaka have an elephant's face?

P: Vinayaka means one who has no one superior to
Himself. Siva wanted to destroy an elephant - faced
Asura (giant) who was harassing the celestial beings
and human beings. He took the form of an elephant
and defeated the Asura. The Asura surrendered to
Him taking the form of a rat. Vinayaka, the elephant-
faced God, kept him as His Vehicle.

D; Why should Siva have a snake, an entangled lock of
hair, a moon and the Ganga?

P; The snake represents His hidden power which controls
the world. To save the people from floods Siva received
the force of the Akash Ganga waters on His head with
entangled locks of hair and let out the waters slowly.
The moon being under a curse took refuge in Him and
the all- merciful Sivatbokhim on Hishead. Though his